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"There always seemed to be this weird bond between the Banana Boys. Call 
it a sociology thing, or an ethnic thing, or an alcohol thing, or just wild coincidence, if you like. But it was as if they were always playing this large game of Twister, and as contorted and split and mixed up as they got, all the parts still joined up somehow." 

Banana Boys 
by Terry Woo 

Terry Woo is CBC (Canadian-born Chinese) and lives in Toronto.  An engineering graduate from the University of Waterloo, he currently works for a software company. For fun, he likes to spin records in clubs. He also took a year off to write fiction-and the result is Banana Boys. Terry is a voice from a new generation of Canadians. 

In his first novel, he presents a circle of friends unique in Canadian fiction: a contemporary group of young, educated, largely middle-class Chinese-Canadian men. Juk Sing. Banana Boys. Yellow on the outside, white on the inside. 

Luke, David, Mike and Sheldon have known each other since university. Mike is a perpetual student, working listlessly toward a graduate degree in Biology at the University of Toronto; Luke, whose parents' marriage fell apart when he was ten is an audience-shocking host of the Morning 
Mosh at an alternative radio station; Dave, born in Southwestern Ontario, and the cynic of the group, debugs Internet and multimedia applications at a software company that never sleeps; Sheldon, who grew up in St. John, N.B., toils dutifully as an installations foreman for a gas company. The four have come together to pay their last respects to Rick, the fifth, and slightly aloof, member of the group of friends. Rick was a driven, fast-rising management consultant, who, it seemed, was able to totally reinvent himself.  On the surface, Rick appeared to have it all, yet he was found dead in his living room, apparently having committed suicide.
The funeral provides the starting point for the stories of the intertwined lives of a group caught in cultural and social limbo. Not quite Canadian, and certainly not Chinese, the Banana Boys stumble through the incidents of everyday life-their interactions with family, girlfriends, objects of desire, co-workers, and each other-always conscious of the divide between their Chinese roots and the mainstream of Canadian society.  Banana Boys explores the nature of identity, and, through the hopes and dreams of the group of friends, ultimately reveals the possibilities each man holds within himself. 

Peppered with piercing insights and laced with comic anecdotes, Banana Boys provides unforgettable texture to the ordinary - and extraordinary - tribulations of being twentysomething, male, and Asian in Canada. 

TERRY WOO is a Toronto writer. Banana Boys was shortlisted for the 1999 Asian-Canadian Writer's Workshop Award. 

Also check out www.bananaboys.com. 
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